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ORDINANCENO. 917

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE FOURTEEN (14) ENTITLED “ZONING AND LAND
USE CONTROLS” BY ADDING A NEW CHAPTER REGULATING LANDSCAPING IN
THE CITY OF COLLEGEDALE, TENNESSEE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF COLLEGEDALE, TENNESSEE, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: That Title Fourteen (14) entitled “Zoning and Land Use Controls” be amended by
adding a new Chapter Five (5) entitled “Landscape Ordinance” as follows:

TITLE 14
CHAPTER 5

LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE

14-501. Purpose

Collegedale’s scenic landscapes are closely tied to a community’s quality of life, community
identify, and civic pride. These landscapes also form the critical first impressions of potential
new employers, homeowners, and tourists, thus affecting Collegedale’s economy.

Landscaping provides important environmental benefits such as reducing air pollution and
stormwater runoff, improving water quality, and creating wildlife habitats. Landscaping
requirements are one of the many tools used for protecting and enhancing a community’s scenic

quality.
The purpose and intent of this Article are the following:

To promote the scenic quality of the community;

To improve the appearance of parking areas and property abutting public rights-of-way;
To protect property values;

To reduce stormwater runoff and improve water quality;

To provide transition between incompatible land uses; and

To provide relief from traffic, noise, heat, glare, dust, and debris.



A.

14-502. General Provisions

Applicability
The requirements of this Section shall apply to:

1.

2.

All New Public/Private Developments;

Existing Public/Private Developments:

¢ For existing developments and parking facilities, expansion in gross floor area
(GFA) or parking spaces will trigger landscaping requirements based on the
scope of work proposed as established below.

o Landscaping requirements shall not prevent an existing manufacturing facility
from expanding.

e Where both the building expansion and parking lot expansion requirements
are applicable, the building expansion requirements shall supercede.

e L0 ey Ao Building Expansions

When an expansion:

a. increases GFA at least 10% but no more than 25%, then;

o the entire property shall comply with the street yard requirements OR
parking lot landscaping requirements (option of applicant)

b. increases GFA more than 25%, but no more than 50%, then:

o the entire property shall comply with the street yard requirements

® 50% of the existing parking lot and all of any expanded parking lot
portions shall comply with the parking lot landscaping requirements

e the entire property shall comply with all of the screening
requirements

c. increases GFA more than 50%, then:

o meet all of the landscape ordinance requirements.
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B A T
i:sParking Lot Expansions

When an expansion:

a. of at least 10 spaces increases the total number of parking spaces by no
more than 25%, then.;

. the expanded portion of the parking lot shall comply with the
landscaping requirements

b. of at least 10 spaces increases the total number of parking spaces more
than 25%, but no more than 50%, then:

o 50% of the existing parking lot(s) within the property and all of
any expanded parking lot portions shall comply with the parking
lot landscaping requirements

c. of at least 10 spaces increases the total number of parking spaces more
than 50%, then:

o the expanded and existing parking lot(s) within the property shall
comply with the parking lot landscaping requirements.
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3. Exemptions: One-family detached, two family, and three family residential
structures on their own lot are exempt from landscaping requirements.

Landscape/Plant Installation Plan Submittal

Proposed developments subject to the provisions of this Section and prior to receiving a
Certificate of Occupancy shall submit a Landscape/Plant Installation Plan prepared by a
registered landscape architect or architect to the Collegedale Building Inspections Office.

This Landscape/Plant Installation Plan may be incorporated into a site plan, provided the
scale is not less than 1 inch equals 40 feet. The following elements shall be shown on the

Landscape/Plant Installation Plan:

zoning of site and adjoining properties;

existing and proposed contours at 5 feet intervals or less;

boundary lines and lot dimensions;

date, graphic scale, north arrow, title and name of owner, and the phone number of
the person or firm responsible for the landscape plan;

location of all proposed structures and storage areas;

drainage features and 100-year floodplain, if applicable;

parking lot layout including parking stalls, bays, and driving lanes;




existing and proposed utility lines, and easements;

all paved surfaces and curbs;

existing trees or natural areas to be retained, and

location of all required landscaping areas (street yard, landscaped peninsulas,

landscaped islands, and screening buffers).

e location, installation size, quantity, and scientific and common names of landscaping
to be installed; and

o the spacing between trees and shrubs used for screening.

Hardships

1. Intent

This Section does not intend to create undue hardship on affected properties. The
required landscaping should not exceed 15% of the total lot area. For existing
developments, where the GFA or parking areas are being increased, the loss of
off-street parking spaces (required by zoning ordinance) as a result of compliance
with the landscaping provisions should not exceed 10%.

2. Special Administrative Remedies

a. Lots with a depth of 150 feet or less, or an area of 15,000 square feet or
less have the following special exceptions:

1. an automatic 50% reduction in landscape yard depth requirements
for screening, street yard, and parking lot landscaping sections; and
2. a 25% reduction in planting requirements for all sections except for
the required evergreen plantings for screening.
b. Lots which front on more than one street have the following special
exception:
1. all street frontages other than the primary street frontage may have

a street yard with a minimum depth of 4 feet.

c. In situations where the landscape requirements would result in the
demolition of an existing building, a loss of more than 10% of the gross
required off-street parking for an existing development; or a loss greater
than 15% of the lot area for development, the following administrative

remedies may be applied:

1. reduce the required minimum landscaped area widths up to 50%
2. reduce the tree planting requirements by up to 25%.



3. Administrative Guidelines

a. Where possible, reduction of landscaping requirements in one area should
be offset by an increase of landscaping requirements in other portions of

the site.

b. The first priority is to provide trees along the street frontage.

c. The second priority is to provide trees within portions of the parking lot
that are highly visible from the street.

d. A screen should always be provided if it is required by this Section.
Where there are space limitations, reduce the landscape yard as necessary.
If the planting area is less than 5 feet in width, require a minimum 6 feet

tall wood or composite fence or masonry wall.

Conflict With Other Articles in the Zoning Ordinance and Existing Zoning
Conditions

Where any requirement of this section conflicts with the requirement of another Article
or existing zoning conditions in the Zoning Ordinance, the most restrictive requirement

shall apply.



14-503. Street Yard Requirements

A, Intent

The intent of this section is to add quality and definition to the street by planting trees within a
landscaped area along the edges of the right-of-way.

B. Dimensions
1. Except for points of access, a street yard shall be provided where the proposed
development site adjoins the public street right-of-way. Alleys are exempt from
this requirement.
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2. The street yard shall have a minimum depth of 8 feet as measured from the edge
of the public street right-of-way towards the interior of the property. The yard
shall consist of sod grass or other natural living ground cover material. No

impervious surfaces are permitted in the street yard area.



C.

Plantings

1§ feet minimum "

A
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Trees shall be planted within the street yard at a minimum ratio of 1 tree per 35
linear feet of right-of-way frontage. Trees do not have to be evenly spaced in 35
feet increments. Fractions of trees shall be rounded up to the nearest whole

number.

The rmmmum sp_acmg between trees is 15 feet measured trunk to trunk. The
um spacing is 50 feet measured trunk to trunk.

The trees referred to in this section shall have a minimum expected maturity
height of at least 35 feet and a minimum canopy spread of 2}’0 feet (see Plant
Installation Specifications Section: Class I Shade Trees, page 16).



D. Existing Woodlands

A

1. Existing woodlands along the street right-of-way frontage can be substituted for
the street yard requirements subject to the following:

a.

b.

Existing woodlands to be set aside shall have a minimum depth of 25 feet
as measured from the public street right-of-way;

Number of woodland trees (not including prohibited trees) having a
minimum caliper of 6 inches shall equal or exceed the minimum street tree

planting ratio of 1 tree per 35 linear feet;
No impervious surfaces are permitted within the protected woodlands area

except for approved access points to the site; and
No cutting/filling activities or storage of materials/equipment are

permitted within the protected woodlands.

E. Exemptions/Special Situations

1. Properties adjoining rights-of-way that encroach into established parking areas
more than twenty feet have the following street yard options:

a.

b.

plant street trees within the right-of-way provided written permission is
obtained from the owner of the public right-of-way.

if permission cannot be obtained to plant in the right-of-way, no street
yard will be required. However, the street trees will be relocated
somewhere within the site in an area highly visible from the street. These
trees cannot be used to meet requirements in other sections.



Existing street trees planted within the right-of-way (not including the center
median or opposite side of the street) and approved by the city urban forester can

be used to meet the street yard requirements.

Where overhead powerlines encroach into the street yard, smaller Class II shade
trees can be substituted for Class I shade trees (see Plant Installation
Specifications Section: Class II Shade Trees, page 16 and 17).

Stormwater facilities may be located within the street yard subject to the
following conditions:

no riprap, crushed stone, concrete, or other impervious materials are

exposed; and
b. trees and other living organic materials can be planted along the

stormwater facility.

a.

With the written approval of the right-of-way owner, portions of the public right-
of-way may be used to meet the street yard requirements.



